
EUROPEAN LAW STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 

 

TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN 

 

 

CONSTITUTION 

 

 

Name 

1. The society should be known as TCD - ELSA (Trinity College Dublin - European 

Law Students Association) [hereinafter referred to as the "Society"]. 

 

Affiliation 

2. The Society is an affiliated local group of ELSA Ireland (European Law Students 

Association - Ireland). 

 

Objects 

3(a) To establish lasting contacts amongst young lawyers and law students in the Society 

and ELSA Ireland through an educational and social association; 

 

(b) To promote and develop mutual understanding, co-operation and the establishment 

of personal contacts amongst law students and lawyers from different countries and 

legal systems, mainly in Europe, by co-operation in the fields of education, 

jurisprudence and professional work of a legal nature [Annex 1]; 

 

(c) To further the development of professional relations of an international character in 

the field of law, contribute to the exchange of scholarly experience and the 

acquisition of personal and professional skills, facilitate close contacts witht eh 

professional world, and stimulate mutual understanding and friendship among 

different cultures, on the principle of the equality of all members; 

 

(d) To encourage and facilitate direct contact and co-operation individually and 

collectively, whether privately or officially, between persons involved in the field of 

law in different countries, to support and provide a framework for members to 

undertake research in the areas of law which may be of interest to colleagues in 

other jurisdictions, and to promote the use of foreign legal exchange by expanding 

and drawing on the knowledge of different legal questions and research in the 

member countries; 

 

(e) To promote the ELSA vision of a just world in which there is respect for human 

dignity and cultural diversity, by providing opportunities for law students to learn 

about other cultures and legal systems in a spirit of critical dialogue and scientific 

co-operation, assisting them to become internationally minded, and encouraging 

young lawyers to act for the good of society and participate in debate on matters of 

public interest [see Annex 2]; and, 

 



(f) To respect the interconnection between education and the world we live in by 

providing a forum for academic discussion of legal questions of public interest and 

promoting an active involvement in the general promotion and development of 

Human Rights Law. 

 

Membership 

4(a) Membership shall be open to all students of the University.  Ordinary membership 

shall be granted to capitated students in return for a subscription of €2 or such figure 

as shall be decided by the committee or Annual General Meeting within the limits 

set by the CSC; 

 

(b) Membership shall be open to any member of staff who wishes to pay the 

subscription who shall also be granted ordinary membership; 

 

(c) Payment of membership fee will entitle the person paying such fee to membership 

of the Society for the period ending 31st October following such payment; 

 

(d) Membership rights of any member of the Society may be suspended by the 

committee if in the opinion of the committee, a member acts in a manner prejudicial 

to the Society, its objectives or its status as an independent and non-political non-

profit making society.  Such suspension shall continue until ended or revoked by the 

members, by a general vote at the preceding meeting, where the member may 

present his/her case for non-revocation if he/she so wishes and at which a vote shall 

be taken to either end the suspension on such terms as the relevant resolution 

specifies or to terminate that person’s membership. 

 

Committee 
5(a) The Committee shall consist of:- 

(i) President; 

(ii) Secretary General; 

(iii) Treasurer; 

(iv) Student Trainee Exchange Programme Officer (STEP Officer) 

(v) Seminar and Conferences Officer; 

(vi) Marketing Director; 

(vii) Academic Activities Officer; 

(viii) One Class Representatives as elected by the members from each of the 

legal classes and a representative of the College’s international law 

students. 

 

(b) The committee shall meet at least once a week on a day to be decided by the 

committee; 

 

(c) The committee shall take care of the day to day business, administration and 

organisation of the Society; 

 

(d)  The committee shall take office in week 10 of Hilary Term; 

 



(e) The committee shall have the power to and where necessary to delegate any of its 

powers to a sub-committee made up of officers of the committee and, where the 

Committee so decides, of ordinary members; 

 

(f) no member or group of members is entitled to contract in the name of the Society 

unless specially authorised to do so by the committee; 

 

(g) officers and committee members may be removed from office before the completion 

of their office only by a 66 2/3% majority of those members of the Society present 

at an Extraordinary General Meeting. 

 

 

 

Annual General Meetings and General Meetings 

 

6 

a) The AGM of the Society shall be held between weeks 7 and 9 of the Hilary Arts 

Lecture Term on a date to be decided by the committee. 

 

b) A notice shall be posted on the society’s notice board or otherwise publicised to the 

members not less than 3 days before the meeting giving the date and time of the 

meeting and stating that elections to the Committee will be held. 

 

c) The meeting shall be open to all students and members of the academic staff but 

only ordinary members of the Society present at one other meeting of the Society 

and having signed the roll, shall be entitled to vote.   

 

d) The meeting shall be chaired by the President of the Society.  In his/her absence, the 

Secretary General will chair the meeting. 

 

e) At the meeting the officers shall read the reports of the Society's activities for the 

year and the election of a new committee shall take place.  The term of office of 

each committee member shall expire one month after the general meeting.  The 

officers elect will then take up office. 

 

7 

a) A general meeting of the Society may be called by the committed or by 40% of 

those ordinary members of the Society entitled to vote presenting a signed petition 

to the committee.  Three days' notice of the meeting shall be given, as in the case of 

the Annual General Meeting. 

 

b) An extraordinary general meeting of the society may be called following the 

procedure set out above for general meetings. 

 

 8 Candidates for election must be ordinary members of the Society, who are entitled 

to vote (as set out in Article 6c above) and each candidate must be nominated and 

seconded by an ordinary member of the Society. 



 

9. No one shall be admitted to membership unless within 24 hours before an annual 

general meeting or extraordinary general meeting. 

 

The Officers 

 

10. The President shall oversee the general running of the Society and shall be 

answerable to the Committee. 

 

11. The Secretary General shall be responsible for the correspondence of the Society 

and shall keep a record of it, and for keeping the minutes of all the meetings of the 

Society and of the committee and to provide the secretary of the CSC with a record 

of the Society's activities during his/her term of office not later than the date set by 

the CSC for the submission of the report and shall be answerable to the committee. 

 

12. The Treasurer shall be responsible for all the finances of the Society, for the 

collection of subscriptions and the maintenance of accounts and shall have the duty 

of conducting routine communications with the CSC and ELSA Ireland on financial 

matters including the provision of estimates for expenditure. 

 

13. 

a) The Treasurer and the President shall be jointly responsible for the financial affairs 

of the Society, although the affairs of the Society shall be in general conducted 

according to the vote of all members of the committee.  If the committee overrules 

the advice of the President and the Treasurer on a major financial matter or the 

committee proceeds in the absence of the President and the Treasurer, on such a 

matter, then the President and Treasurer shall either accept responsibility for the 

decision or communicate directly and immediately with the treasurer of the CSC in 

which case the committee shall hold responsibility for the decision in question.  If 

only one of the said officers disassociates himself/herself from the decision, the 

other officer shall assume complete responsibility; neither will the officer 

disassociating himself/herself be forced to accept responsibility by the vote of the 

committee or of the Society, although they may be called upon to resign by the due 

process of the Society in which case the former officer shall bring the case to the 

notice of the CSC.   

 

b) The Treasurer or the President or any person may be requested to appear before the 

CSC or officer or sub-committee of the CSC to provide information concerning the 

finances of the Society.  If a prima facie case exists that the Society's funds has been 

misused or misappropriated, the CSC may ask a senior dean to declare that person 

indebted to the college in which case they may not be permitted to register for the 

following academic year or to have their degree conferred. 

 

c) The Treasurer shall close his/her accounts in accordance with C.S.C. deadlines and 

thereafter as soon as may be possible shall arrange for the accounts to be audited as 

provided by the CSC and these accounts shall be presented to the committee of the 

Society and the CSC for approval. 



 

d) All cheques and withdrawal forms from the Society's bank account shall be signed 

by two of the designated officers; who shall be the President, treasurer and Secretary 

General. 

 

14. The STEP officer shall be responsible for the operation of STEP. 

 

15. The Marketing Director shall be responsible for the public relations of the society 

and advertising of its events. 

 

16. The Seminar and Conferences Officer shall be responsible for the organisation of 

Society events, conferences and international exchanges. 

 

17. The Academic Activities officer shall be responsible for organizing activities such 

as moot courts and legal research and the furtherance of ELSA academic objectives 

as set out by the Academic Activities workshop at International council meetings. 

 

18. The Officers and Members of the Committee shall be delegated any other duties by 

the President as are seen fit. 

 

Amendments 

19 

a) The Constitution may be amended by a majority of those present entitled to vote as 

set out in Article 6(c) at an extraordinary general meeting or annual general meeting 

by a simple majority of 51%.   

 

b) Notice of such amendments must be given to the committee before the time set out 

for such a general meeting and to the chairperson of that meeting before he/she 

takes the chair. 

 

22. This constitution is binding as from the date of being approved by both the Society 

and the CSC. 

 

              April 2009 



ANNEX 1 
ELSA currently has members and observers in 39 countries across Europe: 
 

 Albania, 

 Austria, 

 Belgium, 

 Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

 Bulgaria, 

 Croatia, 

 Czech Republic, 

 Denmark, 

 Estonia, 

 Finland, 

 France, 

 Georgia, 

 Germany, 

 Greece, 

 Hungary, 

 Iceland, 

 Ireland, 

 Italy, 

 Kazakhstan, 

 Latvia, 

 Lithuania, 

 Republic of Macedonia, 

 Malta, 

 Republic of Moldova, 

 The Netherlands, 

 Norway, 

 Poland, 

 Portugal, 

 Romania, 

 Russian Federation, 

 Slovak Republic, 

 Slovenia, 

 Spain, 

 Sweden, 

 Switzerland, 

 Turkey, 

 Ukraine, 

 United Kingdom, and, 

 Yugoslavia. 
 
ELSA also co-operates with other student organisations across the world, for instance ILSA in 
North America, ALSA in Japan, ALSA in Australia, ALSA in South Africa and AEJCI in Ivory 
Coast. 
 



 

ANNEX 2 

 

ELSA has, through its activities and commitment within the international community, 

gained a special status with several international institutions. 

 

In 2000 ELSA was granted consultative status with the Council of Europe.  Furthermore, 

ELSA has consultative status with several United Nations bodies; in 1997 ELSA obtained 

Special Consultative Status with UN ECOSOC (United National Economic and Social 

Council) and Consultative Status with UNCITRAL (UN Commission on International 

Trade Law), in 1994 ELSA was granted Consultative Status in Category C in UNESCO 

(UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation).  In addition, ELSA has a co-

operation agreement with UNHCR (UN High Commissioner for Refugees). 


